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ASSYRIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY 1 

The best monograph on any single Assyrian reign is still Olmstead's 
Western Asia in the Days of Sargon of Assyria. A Study in Oriental 
History (New York, 1908) and its author, having already deserved well 
of his colleagues, is the more entitled to a hearing when he comes to 
offer a most incisive and instructive study of our sources for the history of 
Assyria in so far as they belong to the reigns of Tiglath-pileser I, Ashurna- 
zirpal III, Shalmaneser III, Shamshi-Adad V and the Synchronistic 
History, Sargon, Sennacherib, Esarhaddon, Ashurbanipal and the Baby- 
lonian Chronicle. The object is naturally enough to sift the more 
reliable from the less reliable of inscriptions in any one reign, and the 
principle on which Olmstead relies for the greater part is simply the 
relative age of the documents. As it was customary in Assyria in every 
reign to prepare a more or less boastful inscription immediately upon the 
occurrence of the king's first victory, and then after another victory to 
follow with another inscription incorporating in abbreviated form the 
contents of the first, Professor Olmstead accepts, in general, as the more 
reliable the text which is nearest in time to the events which it describes. 
The principle is doubtless sound enough in many cases, but I much 
doubt whether we shall find our way safely through these mazes if we 
erect it into a canon of criticism, not subject to the application of such 
other tests as may in some cases be available. It would seem from some 
remarks, in which there lies concealed perhaps a touch of playfulness, 
that Olmstead rebukes his predecessors, who have sought to write the 
history of the Assyrians, for making no use of the principle at all. We are 
indeed a sorry company, and as Johnson said of the lexicographers, it is 
our fate " to be rather driven by the fear of evil, than attracted by the 
prospect of good; to be exposed to censure, without hope of praise; to 
be disgraced by miscarriage, or punished for neglect, where success 
would have been without applause, and diligence without reward." 
But while we confess our shortcomings, we might in further defense, 
allege that our mentor is himself not impeccable, as witness this sentence: 
"So when Sennacherib tells us that he took from little Judah no less 
than 200,150 prisoners, and that in spite of the fact that Jerusalem itself 
was not captured, we may deduct the 200,000 as a product of the exuber- 
ant fancy of the Assyrian scribe and accept the 150 as somewhere near 
the actual number captured and carried off " (p. 8) . In reply to this it is 

1 Assyrian Historiography: A Source Study. By Albert Ten Eyck Olmstead. 
[The University of Missouri Studies, Social Science Series, Vol. Ill, No. i.J Co- 
lumbia, Mo.: University of Missouri, 1916. vii+66 pages. $1.00. 
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open to us to say that in the text of Sennacherib the verb used seems to 
imply only that the inhabitants were "marched out," i.e., to give allegi- 
ance to Assyria, and were not taken into captivity for, which a quite differ- 
ent expression is used (see Rogers, Hist. Bab. and Assyr. [6th ed.], II 
370, n. 1), and if he then allege that 200,150 is too large a number for 
the inhabitants of forty-six cities we shall gladly admit it, but insist 
that the population surely exceeded 150 souls! Has not Professor 
Olmstead spoken rashly of Sennacherib's historiographer as he has of 
modern historians who have "regularly" taken the "latest and worst 
edition" of the Assyrian inscriptions? But, laying aside the frivolous 
it seems to me that Olmstead's Assyrian Historiography is of the highest 
importance. He has made it clear that we do need to pay more earnest 
heed, not merely to use the sources, which most of us have done from 
Tiele to King, but to subject them to a more rigid sifting than any of us 
have consistently accomplished. And if this boon were not secured the 
little book would have great value for its bibliographical references, in 
which Olmstead displays a none too common mastery of the literature 
coupled with meticulous accuracy. I have indeed found amazingly 
few inaccuracies of any sort, abd the proofreading has been skilfully 
done; we have only such slight slips as "statute" for "statue" (p. 20, n.) 
and Andra. for the name of Walter Andrae (p. 21, n. 1; p. 25, n. 4; p. 25, 
n. 3; and p. 29, n. 2). 

Robert W. Rogers 
Drew Theological Seminary 
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This work was undertaken in response to a widespread request for 
an encyclopedic dictionary which should do for the rest of the New 
Testament what the Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels had already done 
for the Gospels. Hence, as the editor tells us in his brief preface, the 
Dictionary of the Apostolic Church, taken in connection with the above- 
mentioned work, "forms a complete and independent Dictionary of the 
New Testament." It might also be described as comprehensive; for, 
like the other works edited by Dr. Hastings, it contains articles dealing 
with the language, history, criticism, theology, geography, and antiquities 
of the New Testament. Some subjects which were discussed in the 
Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels are also treated in the present volume ; 

1 Dictionary of the Apostolic Church. Edited by James Hastings. New York: 
Scribner, 1916. Vol. I. xiv+729 pages. $6.00. 



